Blast from the Past 2020: Made in Louisiana
Five Days of Fun Activities to Do at Home
Jean Laffite and the Loupe Garou: Legends Made Louisiana
Have you ever heard of a TALL TALE?
Storytelling was a pastime or form of entertainment before there was tv or movies. Sometimes,
these stories were entirely fictional, and sometimes, they were base, at least a little bit, on real historical
figures. Can you think of any tall tales, myths, or legends you may have heard? Can you recall any that
contained people from history?
Let’s take a look at two famous Louisiana characters (one real and one fictitious or completely
made up) made legendary through the gift of oral tradition or storytelling with each story getting a little
more exaggerated, elaborate, farfetched, funny, or even heroic. Our first encounter will be with the
infamous pirate, Jean Laffite. Once we learn about his life, we can make up our own tales of adventure
while we wear home-made pirate hats and learn to navigate Louisiana waterways with map and
compass in hand. Then, we will run into the likes of the swamp dwelling Loup Garou and get to know his
friendlier side through the eyes of a young Cajun girl and a beloved Louisiana artist, George Rodrigue.
Let’s Meet Jean Lafitte:
Take note of this little known trivia that was learned about the pirate Laffite before he sailed away from
our state:
• Born between 1776 and 1780 and died around the 1820’s
• Renowned pirate/privateer operating in the Caribbean, Galveston Island, and Louisiana ports –
Pirates transport goods illegally or without permission. A privateer is a private person that does
so with permission or a license called a letter of marque from the government. Laffite operated
as both during his lifetime.
• Regarded equally as both a hero & a criminal
• Had a base for smuggling operations at Barataria Bay in Louisiana – Smuggling is the import or
export of goods into and out of the country secretly. Barataria Bay is a bay in the Gulf of Mexico,
15 miles long and 12 miles wide off the coast of Louisiana separated from the Gulf by Grand Isle
and Grand Terre Islands.
• Gov. Wm C.C. Claiborne had issued a reward for Lafitte’s capture for $500, in return, Lafitte
offered a similar reward for $1,500 (some say it was for as much as $5000) for Claiborne’s
capture.
• Heeded the call for help issued by General Andrew Jackson to defend New Orleans against the
British in early 1815, during the Battle of New Orleans
• Jackson met with Lafitte, who offered to serve if the US would pardon those of his men who
agreed to defend the city. Jackson agreed to do so. On December 19, the state legislature
passed a resolution recommending a full pardon for all of the former residents at Barataria.
With Lafitte's encouragement, many of his men joined Orleans militia or as sailors to man the
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ships. Others formed three artillery companies and are credited with helping to win the battle
and subsequently the war.
After the war, he went off to Galveston and established a base of operations for his smuggling
enterprises there.
Was eventually forced out of Galveston and went on to operate near Honduras
Although it is a mystery, he likely perished at sea when he took on two heavily armed Spanish
privateers in the Gulf of Honduras

Make a Newspaper Pirate Hat:

1. Fold a large sheet of newspaper in half.
(Fold on the crease or the fold line that already exists)

2. Fold down the top to meet or match up
with the bottom of the paper.

3. Fold down the right and left sides so that they meet in
the middle partially down the page to form a triangle or
a point.

4. Open the bottom and fold the bottom of the
front side up in the front and the bottom of
the back side up in the back. Then you are all
set to put on your hat and pretend to be a
pirate!

Make a Compass:
For hundreds of years, people made their own compasses to find their way. Imagine you are a pirate
sailing with Jean Lafitte. Make your own gadget and a Louisiana map to help you travel through our
state’s complex waterways to deliver treasures that were highly sought after by Louisianans, or hide a
prize in your house or back yard and create clues that require the aid of a compass to lead the way to
the goods
Supplies
 Needle or piece of wire
 Small object that floats such as a cork
 Shallow Bowl or Plate
 Water
Directions
5. Turn the needle into a magnet by rubbing another magnet across the needle repeatedly until it
becomes magnetized.
6. Add a small amount of water to the bowl or plate.
7. Place the small object in the middle of the bowl or plate.
8. Place the needle on the object. As soon as it points north, you will know that you have
successfully created your very own compass.

Use this historic map along with your compass to chart your own adventures.

The Legend of the Loup Garou
Thinking about an imaginary swamp creature who comes around at night can sound a little scary. Check
out the stories below that tell friendly renditions of tales from the bayou that were passed down from
generation to generation as a form of entertainment and a way for older generations to encourage
children to mind their manners.
Feliciana Meets D'Loup Garou: A Cajun Tall Tale
by Tynia Thomassie, Cat Bowman Smith (Illustrator)

This story is sure to delight readers of all ages. If you don’t have a copy of the book, check your local
library or click on the link to watch a video of this tale being shared aloud just as stories were passed
down long ago.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/429509637/ccd7c1488b
Design Your Own Basin Creature:
Supplies
 Pencil, color pencils, or crayons
 Paper or a print out of the Basin Creature activity sheet
Directions
1. Design your own swamp creature.
2. Write a description of your swamp creature.
3. Write a short story in which your creature is the main character.

George Rodrigue’s Blue Dog
A friendlier version of the Loup Garou is Louisiana artist, George Rodrigue’s version of the Cajun
werewolf depicted as a colorful canine. Rodrigue’s inspiration was his dog, Tiffany. Known for painting
his heritage on canvas, Rodrigue almost always included its land, people, traditions, and mythology
somewhere in the composition.
Try your hand at creating a unique background for Louisiana’s famous Blue Dog to visit. Make it
some place that is important to you. Don’t forget to color Blue Dog too using a variety of tints and
shades of blue or the color of your choice. Hint: Blue Dog isn’t always blue!
Supplies
 Blue Dog Activity Sheet available on the George Rodrigue Foundation website,
georgerodriguefoundation.org
 Crayons, markers, colored pencils, or pastels
Directions
1. Explore examples of Blue Dog paintings on the Rodrigue Foundation website.
2. Download and print the activity sheet featuring a full page drawing of Blue Dog.
3. Using crayons, markers, colored pencils, or pastels, create a background for Blue Dog. Choose a
setting that is meaningful to you much like Rodrigue did when he composed his works of art.
4. Complete the composition by adding color to Blue Dog too by adding tints and shades of blue or
whatever color you choose your little Cajun werewolf dog to be!
5. Once complete, do your part to keep Louisiana myths and legends alive by creating a story
about your scene to share with your family.

Learn More (Helpful Resources)
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jean-Laffite
https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/outdoor-activities/hiking/compass.htm
http://georgerodriguefoundation.org/george-rodrigue/classroom-resources/

