
WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING—NOVEMBER 13, 2014 

WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH COUNCIL/GOVERNMENTAL BUILDING 
880 NORTH ALEXANDER AVENUE, PORT ALLEN, LOUISIANA  

6:30PM 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council was held on Thursday, 
November 13, 2014 and called to order.  Council Vice Chairman Barry Hugghins requested 
that all electronic devices be placed on silent and recognized Edward Robertson, who led 
everyone in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the following members as being present: 
 
 
Messrs. Chris “Fish” Kershaw, Ricky Loupe, Ms. Charlene Gordon, Messrs. Phil Porto Jr., 
Barry Hugghins, Edward G. “Bob” Robertson 
 
Absent: Mr. Randal “Randy” Mouch, Ms. Naomi Fair, Mr. Gary M. Spillman 
 
Parish President Riley Berthelot, Jr. was also present. 
********** 
 
Vice Chairman Hugghins requested to amend tonight’s agenda for the following items: 
Ratify the appointment of Council Clerk & authorize Parish President to sign purchase 
agreement and approval to bid Lobdell Sewer Lift Station project.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Charlene Gordon seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe to amend 
tonight’s agenda as aforementioned. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********** 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Chris Kershaw, seconded by Ms. Charlene Gordon to ratify the 
appointment of Michelle Tullier as Council Clerk effective 12/1/14.  
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
Ms. Tullier was recognized as the new Council Clerk and thanked the Parish Council for the 
show of support and also thanked Ms. Sharon Zito for the years of service. 
********** 
 



A motion was made by Mr. Phil Porto Jr., seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw to authorize the 
Parish President to sign a purchase agreement for Lamotte property and approval to bid 
Lobdell Sewer Lift station Project. 
 
Executive Assistant Jason Manola was recognized and explained the purpose of the purchase 
agreement needed to move forward on the Lobdell Sewer Lift Station project. Mr. Porto 
spoke on the matter and noted on the record that the Lamotte family had requested more 
information on the project, specifically sample pictures of what the Lift Station will look like 
and Mr. Manola agreed to supply the aforementioned items. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Charlene Gordon, seconded by Mr. Barry Hugghins to approve 
the minutes of the Regular Meetings of October 9, 2014 and October 23, 2014 as published in 
the Parish Official Journal. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
Project engineer Kevin Gravois with Professional Engineering Consultants (PEC) was 
recognized and reviewed the bids for the Winterville Water Main Additions as opened 
10/30/14 and recommended Pointe Coupee Contractors LLC. Of Ventress, La with a total 
base bid of $180,865.00. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Phil Porto Jr., seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw to award the 
aforementioned project to Pointe Coupee Contractors, LLC for a total base bid of $180,865.00 
as recommended by the project engineer and administration and authorizing the Parish 
President to execute same. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 



Public Works Director Kevin Durbin was recognized and reviewed the bids for the Brusly 
Landing Recreation Trails and Promenade as opened 11/13/14 and recommended awarding 
the project to Tullier Services LLC of Plaquemine, La at a cost of $125,400.00 pending 
official recommendation letter from Tipton Associates. Mr. Durbin confirmed that Notice to 
proceed would be issued in mid December and the project would be completed within 75 days 
thereafter. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ricky Loupe, seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw to award the 
aforementioned project to Tullier Services LLC for a total base bid of $125,400.00 as 
recommended by the administration and authorizing the Parish President to execute same. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
Mr. Hugghins explained the Larry Johnson request for a 6 month extension on the required 
Minor subdivision apron at Bayou Tommy Estates due to proximity of the oil drilling site and 
the use of access roadway. 
 
President Berthelot was recognized and stated the minor subdivision had been in existence for 
6 years and this particular request to install the aforementioned apron was based on residents 
of the subdivisions complaints. President Berthelot requested contingency that Mr. Johnson 
cease from further development until the aforementioned apron has been completed but Parish 
Attorney Lou Delahaye did not concur. 
 
Discussion was held on the drilling permitting operations, length of time, leases, user fees and 
road repairs. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Phil Porto Jr., seconded by Ms. Charlene Gordon to approve 
Larry Johnson’s request for a 6 month extension on the required Minor Subdivision apron at 
Bayou Tommy Estates as aforementioned. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
Public Comments were requested at this time and Library Director Beth Vandersteen was 
recognized to thank the Council for assistance in recent tax election and reminded Council of 
the Digital Bookmobile being present at the WBR Library on Friday from 9am to 3pm. 
 
Mr. Hugghins recognized Senator David Vitter’s Representative Michael Wong who offered 
the parish assistance on traffic and/or any other concerns. 



Mr. Barry Hugghins registered a complaint on behalf of Volunteer Fireman Daryn Taylor 
regarding lack of involvement in 2015 Budget preparations. Finance Director Phillip 
Bourgoyne explained the budget figures were only for 2015 Operating Budget. 
********** 
 
Ms. Gordon was recognized under item 9 (communications with council members and/or 
elected or appointed officials) and thanked everyone for participation in the Veterans Day 
parade and Mr. Manola for cooking at the event. She congratulated Port Allen Middle School 
for winning the contest for most attendees at the parade. 
 
Mr. Porto expressed his thanks and gratitude to Ms. Sharon Zito for all of her 35 years of 
service to the Council and WBR Parish.  
 
Mr. Kershaw expressed his thanks to Executive Assistant Jason Manola and Drainage 
Superintendant Dane Aucoin for their prompt repair of a residential building on Emily Dr. 
 
Mr. Kershaw congratulated Mr. Rick Boudreaux completing the Homeland Security Master of 
Arts Program; he will be obtaining his degree on 12/19/14 from the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterrey, CA. 
 
Mr. Hugghins expressed thanks to all veterans for their service and sacrifice for our freedom. 
********* 
 
Vice Chairman Hugghins announced that the Public Hearing was in order at this time and all 
interested persons were invited to appear and be heard on the ordinance to adopt the 2014 
Natural Gas and Water Systems Budget adjustments for fiscal year beginning December 1, 
2013 – November 30, 2014. Pam Keowen of the Utilities Department was recognized, 
explained budget adjustments needed due to monitoring, overtime, cutoffs and water district 
salaries. 
 
No interested citizens appeared either for or against said ordinance.  No written protests 
opposing the ordinance were received.  The Vice Council Chairman at this point declared the 
Public Hearing concluded.  Said Ordinance No. 30 of 2014 appears elsewhere in these 
minutes. 
********** 
 
The following ordinance was offered by Mr. Ricky Loupe, seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 30 OF 2014 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2014 NATURAL GAS & WATER SYSTEMS BUDGET 
ADJUSTMENTS TO AN OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING DECEMBER 1, 2013 AND ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2014 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Parish of West Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in regular session 
convened that: 
 
SECTION 1: The attached detailed 2014 natural gas & water systems budget adjustments to 
estimate revenues by department for the fiscal year beginning December 1, 2013 and ending 
November 30, 2014 be and the same is hereby adopted as an operating budget of revenues for the 
Parish during the said period. 
 
SECTION 2: The attached detailed 2014 natural gas & water systems budget adjustments to 
estimate of expenditures by departments for the fiscal year beginning December 1, 2013 and ending 
November 30, 2013 be and the same is hereby adopted to serve as budget of expenditures for the 
Parish during the said period. 
 
SECTION 3: The adoption of these 2014 natural gas & water systems budget adjustments to 
operating budget of revenues and expenditures be and the same is hereby declared to operate as an 
appropriation of the amount therein set forth within the terms of the budget classification. 
 



SECTION 4: Amounts are available for expenditures only to the extent included within the 2014 
budget. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Parish Council of the Parish of West 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that this ordinance shall become effective pursuant to Section 2-12 (C) of the 
Home Rule Charter. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IF FURTHER ORDAINED by the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, that 
all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed in their entirety. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Parish Council of the Parish of West 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that if any provision or item of this ordinance or the application thereof is 
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, items or applications of this ordinance 
which can be given effect without the invalid provisions, items, or applications of this ordinance are 
hereby declared severable. 
 
The foregoing ordinance having been submitted to a vote was adopted by the following yea or nay on 
roll call vote: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS:  0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch, Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
WHEREUPON the ordinance was adopted on the 13th day of November, 2014. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
/s/Sharon Zito_____________________ 
Sharon Zito, Council Clerk 
 
I, Sharon Zito, hereby certify that I am the duly qualified Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council. 
 
I further certify that the above and foregoing is true and correct copy of an ordinance adopted by the 
West Baton Rouge Parish Council in regular session on the 13th day of November, 2014. 
 
I further certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was submitted to the Parish President at 8:55 
o’clock AM on the 14th November, 2014. 
 
IN FAITH WHEREOF witness my signature and the impress of the official seal of the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Council, Louisiana on this 14th day of November, 2014. 
 
 
 
/s/Sharon Zito_______________ 
Sharon Zito, Council Clerk 
 

PARISH PRESIDENT’S APPROVAL OR VETO 
I, Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President, West Baton Rouge Parish, State of Louisiana, do hereby 
approve the foregoing ordinance on the 17th day of November, 2014. 

 
 
 
/s/Riley Berthelot, Jr._______________ 
Riley Berthelot, Jr., Parish President 
 

COUNCIL CLERK’S RETURN RECEIPT 



I certify that the above and foregoing ordinance was received from the Parish President at 9:10 o’clock 
AM on the 17th day of November, 2014. 
 
 
 
/s/Sharon Zito_________________ 
Sharon Zito, Council Clerk 
********** 
 
Riley Berthelot, Jr. was recognized under Parish President’s Report regarding the following: 
Spoke with DOTD representative Chad Vosburg on Intracoastal Canal striping, signs, and 
median cable to aid in traffic flow issues; 
Discussed concerns at La Hwy 415 exit ramp; 
Extended invitation to Thanksgiving Employee Dinner at the Port Allen Community Center 
11/26/14 at 11AM; 
Negotiating with the City of Port Allen for use of soon to be vacant property at the old Port 
Allen City Hall for additional Port Allen Community Center Parking. 
 
Mr. Porto clarified the Intracoastal canal signs would read “do not cross center line” & “keep 
moving”.  
 
Mr. Berthelot explained that DOTD is considering monitoring the on ramp at the port facility 
regarding possible closures during peak traffic hours. 
********** 
  
Mr. Hugghins was recognized under Council Chairman’s Report and reported the recent 
passing of Mr. LJ Berthelot and requested to keep family in prayers. 
********** 
 
The following resolution was offered by Mr. Ricky Loupe, seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw 

                                                           RESOLUTION  
A Resolution authorizing the Parish President, Director of Utilities, and Director of Finance to 
sign the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire for Audit Engagement for Calvin Robbins, Jr., 
CPA on behalf of the West Baton Rouge Parish Natural Gas & Water Systems for the period 
December 1, 2013 – November 30, 2014   

WHEREAS, as mandated by State Law the West Baton Rouge Parish Council completed the 
compliance questionnaire for audit engagements as a required part of a financial audit of 
Louisiana governmental units and quasi-public entities.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the West Baton Rouge Parish Council does 
hereby authorize the Parish President, Director of Utilities, and Director of Finance to sign the 
Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire for Audit Engagement for the period December 1, 2013 
– November 30, 2014.  

Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the resolution as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch, Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the resolution was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
 

CERTIFICATE 



I, Sharon Zito, Council Clerk of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council do hereby certify that 
the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by said body at its 
Regular Meeting of November 13, 2014 at which meeting a majority of the members were 
present and voting. 
 
 
 
/s/Sharon Zito__________________ 
********** 
 
Council Clerk read by title into the record the below proposed ordinances being introduced 
and publicized by title, and considered for adoption following public hearings at the meeting 
of January 8, 2015 at 6:30PM in the Council Meeting Room, 880 North Alexander Avenue, 
Port Allen, La.: 
Amend Part III Unified Development Code, Chapter 104 Zoning Ordinance District 
Regulations, Sec. 104-26 Adoption, amendment, and interpretation of zoning districts, Sec. 
104-28 Base district regulations by zoning districts, Appendix A Zoning Districts; and 
Chapter 106 Site Planning, Article V Yard/setback, open space and common area 
requirements, Sec. 106-124 Commercial site development regulations to provide for a new 
“Industrial Transitional Commercial zoning district C-1.4”, and to provide for the permitted, 
specially permitted and prohibited uses therein as well as the site development requirements 
for the same; 
Amend Part III Unified Development Code, Chapter 111 Administration and enforcement, 
Sec. 111-115 Final plat approval to require final plat approval applicants to first submit digital 
as-built utility, property line and property corner information to the appropriate Parish 
departments prior to final plat being presented for approval; 
Amend Part III Unified Development Code, Chapter 105 Subdivisions, Sec. 105-38 Lots to 
allow for the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals to make final determinations on 
proper method of wastewater treatment and disposal; 
Amend Chapter 104 Zoning for request of Michael Kauffman for all Special Use Permits for 
Seasonal Commercial Outdoor – Fireworks, 330 Lobdell Highway, Port Allen, La. located in 
Carolina Plantation Tract. 
 
Council Clerk read by title into the record the below proposed ordinance being introduced and 
publicized by title, and considered for adoption following public hearing at the meeting of 
December 11, 2014 at 6:30PM in the Council Meeting Room, 880 North Alexander Avenue, 
Port Allen, La.: 
2015 Operating budgets or revenues and expenditures for WBR Parish Council for the fiscal 
year beginning January 1, 2015 and ending December 31, 2015, Capital Road Program, Fire 
Protection District No. 1, and Five Year Capital Expenditures Budget including Natural Gas 
& Water Systems as previously reviewed at 2015 Budget Meetings of November 3, 2014 & 
November 5, 2014 (summary appears elsewhere in this issue);Amend Appendix A 
Purchase/Donation of real property from Lamotte for Lobdell Sewer Lift Station. 

Mr. Bourgoyne made brief statement regarding $60,000.00 budget addition for utilities boring 
and confirmed the Fire Board will concur with 2015 budget at meeting scheduled for 
12/11/14. 
********** 
 
Mr. Durbin was recognized and explained Joseph Thibodeaux’s variance request on lot square 
footage and depth to allow daughter to locate trailer on property, confirmed signatures of “no 
objection” from adjacent property owner and department heads.  Mr. Porto clarified variance 
and saw no objection. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Edward Robertson, seconded by Mr. Phil Porto Jr. to approve the 
variance request of Mr. Joseph Thibodeaux at 2021 DiBenedetto Lane, Port Allen, La as 
aforementioned. 



 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
Mr. Durbin was recognized and explained variance for Mr. Paul Burch Jr. for Home 
Occupation being greater than 50% of the Mobile Home residence area. No further comments 
were made on this item. 

A motion was made by Mr. Chris Kershaw, seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe to approve the 
variance request of Mr. Paul Burch Jr. at 6772 S. River Rd. Brusly, La as aforementioned. 

Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 

At this time under Correspondence Report the council clerk read excerpt from the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Planning & Zoning Commission meeting agenda schedule for Tuesday 
November 18, 2014. Meeting cancelled due to clear agenda. 
********** 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ricky Loupe, seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw to reappoint Garry 
Hubble, Jason Hammack, Barry Brewer and Gary Spillman to the West Baton Rouge 
Convention and Visitors Bureau for 3 year terms commencing December 31, 2014 based on 
confirmation of their desire to continue to serve and recommendations received from said 
board. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ricky Loupe, Seconded by Ms. Charlene Gordon to reappoint 
Ms. Gina Lemoine to the West Baton Rouge Parish Library Board for 5 year term 
commencing December 31, 2014 based on confirmation of her desire to continue to serve and 
recommendation received from said board. 
 



Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Charlene Gordon, seconded by Mr. Chris Kershaw based on the 
recommendation of the West Baton Rouge Historical association the following be appointed 
to serve on the West Baton Rouge Museum board for 3 year terms commencing December 
31, 2014 Claire Sarradet, Rose Jackson & David H. Toups. 
 
Roll-Call Pro System recorded the votes on the motion as follows: 
 
YEAS:  6 (Messrs. Kershaw, Loupe, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Porto, Hugghins, Robertson) 
 
NAYS: 0 (None) 
 
ABSENT: 3 (Mr. Mouch. Ms. Fair, Mr. Spillman) 
 
As a result of the votes the motion was unanimously adopted by those members present. 
********* 
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Charlene Gordon at 
7:25pm and adopted by acclamation. 
 
 
 
/s/Barry Hugghins_______________________ 
Barry Hugghins, Vice Council Chairman 
 
 
 
/s/Sharon Zito_____________________ 
Sharon Zito, Council Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


