
WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING – OCTOBER 11, 2012 

WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH COUNCIL/GOVERNMENTAL BUILDING 

880 NORTH ALEXANDER AVENUE, PORT ALLEN, LOUISIANA 

6:30PM 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council was held on Thursday, 

October 11, 2012 and called to order.  Council Chairman Gary Spillman requested that all 

electronic devices be silenced and recognized Chris Kershaw, who led everyone in the pledge 

of allegiance. 

 

Roll call was taken with the following members being present: 

Messrs. Phil Porto, Jr., Chris “Fish” Kershaw, Ms. Charlene Gordon, Messrs. Ricky Loupe, 

Gary M. Spillman, Randal “Randy” Mouch, Edward G. “Bob” Robertson, Ms. Naomi Fair, 

Mr. Barry Hugghins 

 

Parish President Riley Berthelot, Jr. was also present. 

********** 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Charlene Gordon, seconded by Mr. Barry Hugghins to approve 

the minutes of the Regular Meetings of September 13, 2012 and September 27, 2012 as 

published in the Parish Official Journal. 

 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

 

YEAS:  9 (Messrs. Porto, Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Loupe, Spillman, Mouch, 

Robertson, Ms. Fair, Mr. Hugghins) 

 

NAYS: 0 (None) 

 

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted. 

********** 

 

Public comments and amendments to the agenda were requested at this time and there were 

none. 

********** 

Communications with Council members and/or elected or appointed officials was requested at 

this time and Executive Assistant Jason Manola was recognized and requested recognition of 

Community Centers Manager Clara Olinde to briefly review and make aware of changes to 

the administrative policy regarding community center rentals.   

Mrs. Olinde reviewed changes as presented to the booking contract and application for 

community centers.  Mrs. Olinde read highlighted sections into the record, which are to be 

stressed to public, as implemented to be initialed and signed by applicants (if facility is 

booked for wedding and used for any other purpose the event will be immediately shut-down 

and the deposit fee forfeited and no other functions will be booked on that date to be fair to 

public).    

Mr. Spillman requested that administration in the future forward changes to the Council for 

reference in clarifying with public.           

Mr. Loupe was recognized at this time and commended and thanked everyone involved in the 

success of the Sugar Fest at the Museum on Sunday.  

********** 

 



Mr. Manola was again recognized under item 8 (consider status report, change order and/or 

other matters as required on current projects) regarding the following: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Disaster Relief – approved individual 

assistance declaration for Parish 2 days ago to allow opening of a Disaster Relief Center 

(DRC) in the meeting room of the Port Allen Community Center from Monday, October 15
th
 

– Thursday, October 18
th
, and Community Relation teams will assess personal and/or home 

losses for under insured and/or uninsured; 

Hurricane debriefing meeting held with representatives from Council, department heads, 

municipalities, and law enforcement, which resulted in nine (9) action points to prepare for 

the storm event; 

Requested authorizing Parish President to sign contract for the Rosedale Road Drainage 

Project (City of Port Allen) through LRA.  Council Clerk briefly stated that authorization 

included in previous approval 9/13/12.  Chairman Spillman requested that the matter be 

considered following the Parish President’s Report.   

********** 

 

Riley Berthelot, Jr. was recognized under Parish President’s Report regarding the following:  

Survey on La. 1/I-10 Connector has been postponed until sometime in November; 

Invited members to Monday night plaque ceremony to be held at the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars (VFW) building in Addis following VFW meeting for appreciation dinner.  

Organization, facility, renovations and plaque history were provided; 

Will forward Charlene Gordon email requesting everyone to wear pink for the 10/25/12 

meeting and request to Parish employees, and hopefully get cure for cancer as touches 

everyone. 

 

Mr. Mouch asked about future of VFW Hall building as far as rentals.  Mr. Berthelot stated 

that the building had been designated as the primary Red Cross shelter, was adjacent to 

Myhand Park and used for safety town, day camps and overflow center if other facilities were 

booked.     

 

Mr. Hugghins discussed speed bump policy and clarification of residents’ questions.  Mr. 

Berthelot stated that draft proposal would be emailed to members for feed-back due to request 

for installation and then removal.      

********** 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Phil Porto, Jr., seconded by Mr. Ricky Loupe authorizing the 

Parish President to sign the contract and all necessary documentation in connection with the 

Rosedale Road Area Drainage System Improvements (City of Port Allen) with Byron E. 

Talbot Contractor, Inc. as part of the Hurricane Ike/Gustav Recovery funding through 

Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA) as previously approved 9/13/12.  

 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

 

YEAS:  9 (Messrs. Kershaw, Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Loupe, Spillman, Mouch, 

Robertson, Ms. Fair, Messrs. Hugghins, Porto) 

 

NAYS: 0 (None) 

 

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted. 

********** 

 

Gary Spillman was recognized under Council Chairman’s Report regarding the following: 

Thanked Ms. Gordon for requesting everyone to wear pink in recognition of Breast Cancer 

Awareness month (October); 

Requested members review and forward recommendations on proposed speed bump policy, 

which includes requiring percentage of roadway residents to sign off on request. 

 



Mr. Mouch requested clarification on origin of speed bump policy.  Mr. Spillman explained 

that administration had installed speed bumps at various locations based on requests, some 

worked well, others requested removal resulting in need for implementing written policy for 

clarification.   

********** 

 

Public Works Director Kevin Durbin was recognized and requested that variance request for 

Russ Hart, Emily Drive be deferred until next meeting due to incomplete paperwork, although 

applicant had been contacted as reminder.   

 

Mr. Durbin explained that plat to be considered was subdivision of Lot TW-2-B for Beth 

Willard Artall and family members are present to represent, which is family subdivision and 

projected on overhead screen.  Mr. Durbin clarified dividing big tract into two pieces (TW-2-

B-1 & TW-2-B-2), smaller piece fronting on the family road and larger piece has 23 acres, 

already two existing lots on the family road (corner of Treuil), adding third lot in middle of 

those two existing lots and remainder 23 acres, and Planning Commission recommended 

approval 10/2/12.  

 

Thurman Willard was recognized and confirmed recent approval of Lot TW-2-A and current 

request is middle lot for second daughter.  There were no questions and the public hearing 

closed.  Mr. Spillman confirmed in area with no variances. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gary Spillman, seconded by Mr. Barry Hugghins to approve the 

final map showing the subdivision of Lot TW-2-B (Spencer Burk Subdivision) into Lot TW-

2-B-1 and Lot TW-2-B-2 (Family Partition) located in Section 27 & SW/4 of Section 22, 

T6S-R11E for Beth Willard Artall as recommended by the Planning Commission. 

 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

 

YEAS:  9 (Ms. Gordon, Messrs. Loupe, Spillman, Mouch, Robertson, Ms. Fair, 

Messrs. Hugghins, Porto, Kershaw) 

 

NAYS: 0 (None) 

 

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted. 

********** 

 

Mr. Durbin made presentation on condemnation paperwork for site at 1252 Reverend Manual 

Street, confirmed located in Ms. Fair’s district, which had previously been boarded-up 

through condemnation, but has since deteriorated further needing to be torn down.  There 

were no questions and public hearing was closed.   

 

A motion was made by Ms. Naomi Fair, seconded by Mr. Randal Mouch to ratify the Parish 

President’s signature and proceed with condemnation process of site located at 1252 

Reverend Manual Street, Port Allen, La. within 60 day time period based on inspection and 

recommendation of the Office of Community Planning & Development as aforementioned.   

Mr. Durbin clarified steps involved in condemnation procedure.   

 

Roll call vote on the motion was recorded as follows: 

 

YEAS:  9 (Messrs. Loupe, Spillman, Mouch, Robertson, Ms. Fair, Messrs. Hugghins, 

Porto, Kershaw, Ms. Gordon) 

 

NAYS: 0 (None) 

 

As a result of the roll call vote the motion was unanimously adopted. 

********** 

 



Mr. Spillman briefly commented on East Baton Rouge Parish discussions regarding sale of 

alcohol on Sundays. 

********** 

 

At this point under Correspondence Report the Council Clerk read excerpts from the 

following: 

West Baton Rouge Parish Planning & Zoning Commission agenda scheduled for October 16, 

2012 cancelled due to clear agenda; 

West Baton Rouge Parish Council Year 2013 Special Budget Meetings scheduled for October 

22
nd

 and 23
rd

, 2012 at 6:00PM; 

West Baton Rouge Parish Planning & Zoning Commission agenda schedule for November 6, 

2012. 

********** 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gary Spillman and approved by acclamation to place Barry 

Hugghins name in nomination as WBR Parish representative on the Capital Area Ground 

Water Conservation Commission for selection and appointment by the Governor for term 

commencing December 31, 2012. 

 

Mr. Spillman reminded the members of the 2013 Budget Meetings scheduled for October 22
nd

 

and October 23
rd

 beginning at 6:00PM, and requested motion to adjourn.   

 

Mr. Berthelot was recognized at this time to inform the Council of lawsuit served on behalf of 

C & F Fabricators & Construction Co, Inc. regarding Mr. Edwards’ recently denied rezoning 

request, and confirmed that copy would be forwarded.  

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Charlene Gordon and 

approved by acclamation at 7:00PM. 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Gary M. Spillman, Council Chairman 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Sharon Zito, Council Clerk 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 


